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Prepared as a public service of the lawyers of Ohio by the Ohio State Bar Association 

through a grant from the Ohio State Bar Foundation 
 

 
 This handbook is part of a long-range effort to improve public understanding of the 
law, the justice system and the role of lawyers in that system.  Most of the material in this 
publication has been condensed and edited from The Law & You, Thirteenth Edition, a 
citizens’ legal handbook published by the Ohio State Bar Association with financial 
support from the Ohio State Bar Foundation.  
 
 Additional material came from a Handbook for Reporters, written by Prof. Timothy 
D. Smith of the Kent State University School of Journalism and Mass Communication for 
the Associated Press Society of Ohio.  Other portions have been adapted with permission 
from a text written by Thomas Hodson, Esq., director of the E.W. Scripps School of 
Journalism at Ohio University, on the functioning of Ohio courts, and recently updated 
by Prof. Hodson.  Dr. Victoria Smith Ekstrand of the Bowling Green State University 
School of Communication Studies in the Department of Journalism provided tips for 
reporters covering substantive areas of the law, and Neal Patel, Esq., of Frost Brown 
Todd L.L.P. in Cincinnati oversaw the writing of the Internet journalism chapter for 
journalists.   
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